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‘By the Mercies of God’ 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. (Rom. 12:1) 
These words from Romans 12:1–2 set stewardship in its rightful place. Here, St. Paul shows us stewardship in its proper relationship to the Lord, and what stewardship should look like in our faithful service to Him. These are good words for the faithful steward to consider on a regular basis. 
Notice from whence comes the appeal! The mercies of God are the defining factor, shaping both the steward and all subsequent actions. It all begins with the mercies of God. This beginning is not some esoteric, philosophical consideration either. The mercies of God, poured out upon the faithful steward, find one anchor point in human history. The mercies of God are on full display at the cross. 
On Calvary, our Lord Himself, bearing human vesture and carrying our sins and griefs, lowered His holy, crown-encircled brow. But Christ’s death on the cross should not be taken as a sign of defeat. Rather, by the mercies of God, Christ’s death grants fallen sinner/stewards like us new life! We trace this journey each year through the season of Lent and Easter. Amid the bloody sweat of Gethsemane, the injustice of the kangaroo court in Jerusalem, the ruthless and spineless acquiescence of Pilate, and the gore of Golgotha, we see exactly what the mercies of God look like. 
Everything Jesus endured should have been ours. When Jesus is forgiving and promising paradise even as He is being forsaken for us, we see true mercy! This mercy is what redefines who we are, a redefinition which happens when we are baptized. Once dead and deserving of condemnation, in Baptism we are given new life in Christ. This new life in Christ changes how we see ourselves. It also changes how we see the world. 
By viewing ourselves and the world in this new way, we can start to live out St. Paul’s oxymoronic call to be “living sacrifices.” We know from the Old Testament that sacrifice means something dies. The bulls and goats, lambs and rams came at a high price. In the waters of Holy Baptism, something also dies — the old Adam. In our Baptism, we have already died and have been raised. This is the how the mercy of God works on us. In the dying and rising, we can be a daily sacrifice that has been made holy and acceptable to God. This is not by our action, but by His! 
Paul talks about this as our “spiritual worship.” The Greek word here is leitourgos, which is where we get the word “liturgy.” It is this view of the mercies of God that forms our daily stewardship, and our daily worship. The mercies of God define all you do in the course of a week as a steward of the Gospel worship. It is not limited to the Divine Service. In fact, the mercies you receive in the Divine Service are what you carry out to share with the world as your living sacrifice. After spending time with Jesus, you bear His image and His glow out into the world that is full of darkness and death. You have been made holy and acceptable to Him for the purpose of showing His mercy to others. This is what makes our “daily liturgy” so important. As we live and serve, and as we seek and share forgiveness and life with those around us, we are walking billboards of God’s mercy in Christ. 
This is what your stewardship puts on display. None of it is about you. It is about Jesus in and through you. You can’t get to this by your own efforts. It is only about the mercies of God. These mercies are the treasure that you steward in your daily life of worship.
Council Meeting 04/08/25

Present:  Pastor Buth, President John Steele, Vice President Josh Millerman, Head Elder Don Duncan, Treasurer MaryAnn Thompson, Secretary Emily Steele, Trustee Trevor Duncan, Board of Ed President Chris Severt

President John Steele called the meeting to order.

Pastor led us in devotional and prayer.

Secretary Report:  Sent via email.  No additions or corrections.  A motion was made to accept the minutes by Don Duncan and seconded by Chris Severt.

Treasurer Report:  Ms. Thompson provided financial reports as of 4/06/2025.  The church has a positive net income of $3,922.51 for the month and currently has $104,895.76 in the general fund.  The daycare had a net income of $6,259.73 for the month.  The daycare loan balance is currently $14,955.30.

The Worker’s Compensation was significantly overbudget for the month.  However, we are receiving a reimbursement due to adjustment in insurance. 

There is Thrivent grant money available.  The council decided to let the Thrivent members decide what to do with the funds in another meeting.

The church currently has $30,000 in a CD from savings obtained from not having a full-time pastor.  Discussed options for future savings and the need to explain to the congregation that this money will be spent once Salem successfully calls a full-time pastor.  May be helpful to explain the budget needs vs. expenses.
Josh Millerman made a motion to accept the treasurers report and Chris Severt seconded it.

Elder Report:  The church accountant came and talked to the elders and Pastor Buth about whether to file a 1099 or W2 for taxes.  Pastor will fill out a W4 form and Scott will give Pastor a W2 for the year.  The elders voted to reimburse Pastor for his 2024 income tax, totaling approximately $1500.

There were no new transfers or releases.

Pastor will be gone Sunday, May 11th.  Josh Millerman will run the church service.

The elders are still looking for someone to help run the camera for church services.

Jonathon Miller is having a baby baptized Saturday, April 12th at 1:00 PM.  Don Duncan will be the elder on duty.

Chris Severt made a motion to accept the elder’s report and it was seconded by Trevor Duncan.

Trustee Report:  Trevor Duncan gave the trustee report.  The ductwork in the parsonage has been cleaned.  The cost was higher than estimated, due to extra registers.  Mr. Duncan has not received back estimates for repairs to the AC or registers.

The church is working on creating a list for lawn mowing.

Roger Fagerlin going to update the cubby for church banners.

The paint at the parsonage was repaired.

Chris Severt made a motion to accept the trustee report and it was seconded by Josh Millerman.

Board of Ed:  Chris Severt provided a report:  Having issues with retaining staff and hiring staff due to low hourly wage compared to other jobs out there. The BOE approved a $1.00 raise across the board for all hourly staff and increased our starting wage $1.00. Assistant Teacher with start at $13.00 and Lead Teacher will start at $14.50. We also increased Melissa’s salary to $46,800 annually.

A motion was made to accept the Board of Ed Report by Trevor Duncan and seconded by Josh Millerman.

Old business:  None

New business:  Annual Meeting in May 4th.  The meeting will be a combined call/congregational meeting.  We will have a potluck as well.

We discussed the recent call with our last called pastor.  Although Pastor declined the call, he mentioned many positive things going on the in the congregation at Salem.

Marcia Elliot would be willing to present a trust fund summary at the next congregational meeting.  This would be very helpful to understand what funds we have available.

Pastor won’t be at next council/elders meeting as he will be out of town.

A motion was made by Chris Severt to adjourn the meeting and seconded by MaryAnn Thompson.




ALTAR GUILD NEWS
You may have noticed a few new banners and a beautiful stand purchased by individuals and with money from Thrivent dollars. We believe that these banners add to our worship and beautifies our church. We would like to purchase another stand and a
"WELCOME" banner but we need your help. During the summer months, Altar Guild will be serving coffee and treats on the following Sundays:
Sunday, June 1, 2025
Sunday, June 22, 2025
Sunday, July 6, 2025
Sunday, July 27, 2025 Sunday, August 1 0, 2025
Sunday, August 24, 2025
The free will offering will be put toward the purchase of the stand and "welcome" banner. Thank you for your support.
Stand- $229.00 + shipping upcharge
[image: ][image: ]	                                                                                                                Welcome banner- $169.00
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Men’s Club – April 1, 2025
 
· President Tom Lipke called the meeting to order.
· Present: Jim, Tom, Don, Jeff
· Secretary report was given from March4, 2025 meeting
· Treasurer’s report was given by Jim.
· Jim was going to check with the bank as we are only getting 1% percent interest.
· Tom has a Thrivent card we use for Easter Brunch. Men’s Club Members to serve, hard boiled eggs, ham, sausage, bars, cookies & fruit.  Men’s Club will also serve after 9:00 am church service.  YFM will provide snacks.
· Tuesday May 6th will be yard clean up. Starting at 5:00 pm until done. The more help the faster and easier it goes. Please bring rake, shovels, Wheelbarrows, and things that can be used. Men’s club will provide Lunch after clean up.
· Next meeting May 6th
· Motion was made by Jim to adjourn Second by Jeff
Minutes by Don Duncan, Sec
May 1:  Jim & Gwen Metcalf

May 6:  Daniel & Lisa Dennis

May 9:  Stan & Nancy Koenig

May 16:  Tim & Paula Dennis

May 20:  Terry & Marlene Kirkman

May 22:  Mark & Jeanette Garrett

May 27:  Trevor & Sarah Duncan
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Baptism Birthday
May 6:  Alex Millerman

May 7:  Brady Mickelson






May  6:  Mark Garrett

May 9:  Lucille Wood

May 11:  David Steele

May 13:  Vivian Kirkman

May 14:  Kristina Dennis, Albert Starck & Robert Hinrichs

May 19:  Holly Johnson

May 23:  Brayden Weinert

May 24:  Stacey Koenig & Owen Metz

May 25:  Richard Snyder

May 30:  Pastor Mueller
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How to Contact Us
Church Service Phone: 715-438-4200(Chippewa Falls)
                                         715-537-4240(local)
Pastor Buth – Cell:  715-642-3050	Home:  715-353-2540
Pastor:  salembarronpastor@gmail.com 
Office – (715) 537-3011
Preschool – (715) 537-3011 ext.14
Mary Ann Wheeler, Parish Musician – (715) 205-1158
Church Service Phone –1 (888) 505-1870
Church Email: salembarron@gmail.com
Salem’s Web Page Is: https://www.salembarron.com/
Click on enter the following link and follow the prompts to support Salem. 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-6137330 	


May Greeters
4 –  Steve Amdall
11 – 
18 – Hanson Family
25 – Bud & Carol Bremer
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May/June Work Group
Carol Shearer				715-822-4375
Lucille Wood				715-637-6606
Steve Amdall				715-637-7758
Duane & Kari Longmire		920-595-0899
Shawn Dennis				715-205-1807
Tim & Paula Dennis			715-837-1708
Holly Johnson				715-637-7758
Sue Weise				715-837-1555
Tom & Debbie Lipke			715-458-4712
Rusty & Melissa Weise		715-764-2084
Melissa Miller				715-641-0263
Earl & Aimee Starck			715-637-3482
Debbie Church				715-296-2749

May Ushers
Tim Dennis
Dean Hanson
Ryan Hanson
Ryley Hanson
Hunter Nelson
Bud Bremer












Coffee Schedule
4 – Duane & Kari Longmire
11 – YFM/LWML
18 – Potluck  Last Day of SS
25 – 
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May Elders			Readers
4 – Tim Dennis 		Tim Dennis
11 – Josh Millerman	Bud Bremer
18 – Paul Millerman	Duane Longmire
26 – Trevor Duncan	Don Duncan
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday




	
    
  


	


	

 

   

	


	1

  


	2
	3


	4  White

 7:45 BOE Meeting
    9:00 am Communion Worship
    10:15 Sunday School
10:30 Congregational/Call Meeting with potluck




	5

7:00 pm  Elders


	6

   8 am Bible Class
5 pm  Lawn Clean-up with Potluck following
   7:00 pm Men’s Club
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	7


	8



	9


	10



	11  White
    9:00 am  Worship 
  10:00 Coffee/Snacks
  10:15 am SS/Bible Class 
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	12


	13

8 am Bible Class
7:00 pm Council

	14


	15



	16
	17

	18  White
  
    9:00 am Communion Worship
  10:00 Coffee/Snacks
  10:15 am SS/Bible Class
  10:30 Teacher Appreciation   Brunch, Graduate Recognition
[image: See the source image]  Last Day of SS!
	19


	20

8 am Bible Class
	21


	22



	  23

	 24 

	25 White
  
    9:00 am  Worship 
  10:00 Coffee/Snacks
  10:15 am Bible Class 

	26
	27

8 am Bible Class
	28
	  29
	  30
  
	  31




[image: ]                                                          Christ Community Lutheran School                                      Matching Fund Campaign Plan
A total of $40,000 has been offered in matching funds for CCLS’s start up expenses.  This matching campaign will give the school the final push for a solid financial foundation to open this coming fall. 
The campaign will start on April 1st and end on June 30th. The goal is to raise $40,000 which will be matched dollar for dollar resulting in a potential grand total of $80,000 for CCLS.  
You may donate through the school’s website:  christcommunityls.org  -OR- 
Mail a check payable to CCLS to:  P.O. Box 120, Almena, WI 54805
	             	               Amount	       Running Total
Milestone 1: Curriculum, Library, & Classroom Resources            $6,000                   (6,000) Milestone 2: First Year’s Rent and Utilities                                     $12,000                 (18,000)
Milestone 3: Classroom Remodel                                                    $16,000                 (34,000)
Milestone 4: Teacher Salary                                                             $46,000                  (80,000)
Curriculum, Library, and Classroom Resources
This milestone will raise funds for the purchase of the Memoria Press Classical Education curriculum and student textbooks. It includes purchasing library materials for use by both the school students and homeschool Co-op students. The funds will also be used to purchase bookcases/cabinets to store and maintain the curriculum and books, and finally, to purchase classroom supplies throughout the year.
 First Year’s Rent and Utilities
The second milestone will ensure the school has a full year of rent and utilities covered before classes start. The school will be operating at St. Matthew in Almena, WI who has graciously allowed access to a large section of their facility for the start-up of the school.
Classroom Remodel 
There are cosmetic and small structure changes needed to prepare the space for classroom use. These funds will be used for remodeling the classroom area and for the purchase of whiteboards, desks, and other teaching tools. A facelift remodel will make the space inviting to the teachers, students, and their families. There will be carpeted areas and other areas with easy-to-clean floors for the various educational activities students will be undertaking throughout the year.
Teacher Salary
This milestone enables the school board to hire a teacher and offer a competitive salary. It also gives the teacher a guarantee the school has the financial resources to fulfill a full year contract.
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Happy Mother’s Day

“She is clothed with strength and
dignity; she can laugh at the days
to come. She speaks with wisdom,
and faithful instruction is on her

tongue. % PROVERBS 31
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Whatis Stewardship?

1. Stowardship s not Giving

2. Stowardshipis Management

3. Biblcal Stowardship is about the
management of he resources God
has entrusted to us
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