
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Salem Lutheran Church  

September 2020 



Pastor’s Page 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,   

 

As I was going through my emails, I came across one that I typically 

don’t look at, because it typically doesn’t apply to me.  That email 

was from the LCMS School Ministry announcing the theme for the 

2020-2021 School Year.  The theme is “Sent to Serve” based on 

Matthew 20:28: 

 

The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his 

life as a ransom for many.” 1 

 

This stood out to me as we go through these uncertain days that 

are filled with all sorts difficulties, divisions, and strife across the 

country and world. I have dwelt plenty on the Pandemic over the 

last number of months, I have talked about the Division that this 

has caused amongst us.  For September I want to focus on the fact 

that Jesus Christ was Sent to Serve.   Since He was Sent to Serve, He 

sends His people to Serve.    

 

Many of you may know and some may not, I am a product of Lutheran Schools.  The only time I spent in Public 

School was in High School, since my community and area did not have the opportunity for Lutheran High 

School.  I love the Lutheran School and I pray for the schools, both Lutheran, Public and other private, 

parochial, and home schools that are opening in less than perfect conditions this year.   

 

In the thematic introduction to the School year theme, the editors of chapel talks point out:  

 

“Lutheran schools are sent to serve. They are sent to serve children. They are sent to serve children whose 

baptismal faith is also being nourished in Christian homes and Lutheran congregations. They are sent to serve 

children who first hear of their Savior in a Lutheran school classroom. Lutheran schools serve families from 

diverse backgrounds. The Lutheran school serves as a ministry of the local congregation and a mission outpost 

to the community. Lutheran schools serve in cultures and contexts around the world.” 

 

As I read these words, I couldn’t help but think about our work that we have been doing with researching the 

development of a Lutheran Childcare Center.    I would say that you could substitute “Schools” with Childcare 

Centers.   That is what these ministry opportunities are all about. These places serve because Jesus Served.   

Congregation serve because Jesus served. Individual Christians serve because Jesus Served. 

 

My desire for a Lutheran Childcare Center at Salem is for the very fact that we would have a mission outpost 

to the community.  So at the end of this month we will be having our congregational meeting that will have 

been postponed for 6 months to make a leap of faith and work towards opening up a Lutheran Childcare 

Center at Salem.   A place where children and families will be served by Jesus.     And maybe by chance with 

                                                           
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Mt 20:28). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Mt20.28&off=11&ctx=+slave%2c4+28%C2%A0even+as+~the+Son+of+Man+came+


the Holy Spirit’s assistance the Lord will lead these children and family into his arms.  With the Holy Spirit’s 

guidance perhaps, we will more baptisms and I will be busy with catechizing adults in the Christian Faith. 

 

No matter the ministry of the church, whether it be a school, preschool, childcare center or even a smaller 

piece of the congregation, we are all sent to serve, because Christ served us first and He served us by dying for 

us and giving his life as a ransom and taking it up again! 

 

This is a unique opportunity that we have! 

 

Blessings to you all, 

Pastor Nielsen  

 

 

Council Meeting of August 11, 2020 
 

President John Steele called the meeting to order and Pastor Nielsen led us in prayer. 

 

Present: President John Steele, Pastor Nielsen, Elder Tim Dennis, Treasurer Stan Koenig, Board of Ed Maryann 

Thompson, Trustee Tom Lipke and Secretary Kelly Cornelius appearing via phone. 

Absent: Vice-president Chris Severt 

 

Secretary's Report: Secretary Kelly Cornelius read the Council Meeting minutes of July 14, 2020. A motion was 

made Stan Koenig, seconded by Tim Dennis to accept the minutes as read and motion carried. 

 

Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Stan Koenig reported the July, 2020, Financial Summary as follows: General 

Fund balance as of July 1, 2020, in the amount of $3,222.48. General Fund income of $9,845.06 and expenses 

at $9,660.52 for a balance as of July 31, 2020, of $3,037.94 (in the hole). Checking account at Sterling Bank of 

$39,426.79 and savings account at $14,192.32. LCEF Building Fund: $21,396.36. The General Fund (1401) 

envelopes for January to July, 2020: $65,557.71. Missions: $241.00 Building: $183.00 Preschool Fund: $570.00 

A motion was made by Tim Dennis, seconded by Tom Lipke to accept the Trustee's Report and motion carried. 

 

Elders's Report: A discussion was had on Salem's response to Covid-19. Pastor said some members have 

expressed concerns regarding our response. Wil Schuettpelz gave a presentation on the 1918 pandemic, what 

the virus is like, and possible precautions and solutions. After further discussion, the following was decided: 

a) There will be two empty pews, rather than one, between occupied pews. 

b) Pastor will serve Communion without help from an elder. 

c) Following the service, the congregation will exit the church starting with the back pew and 

proceeding to the front. Pastor will announce this. 

d) While wearing of masks is encouraged , it is not mandatory. 

e) During the entering and exiting of the church, as well as during Communion, the camera will 

focus on the cross. 

In July, Pastor conducted one baptism and one funeral. The nursing homes were closed to visitors. Questioning 

of Confirmands will be Wednesday, August 12, 29930, at 7:00 p.m. Confirmation Sunday will be September 

20, 2020. The LCMS Convention is next summer. We should consider the Northwest District doners- gift 

planning program. 

 

Trustee's Report: Tom Lipke reported the Chris Mueller family has been working hard on Salem's grounds and 

have done a great job. The altar guild room will be worked on in the next couple of weeks as far as window 

replacement, etc., by members of Salem. Tom reported that four members of Salem assisted the City of Barron 



on the construction of new playground equipment at Anderson Park. A motion was made by Maryann 

Thompson, seconded by Tim Dennis to accept the Trustee's Report and motion carried. 

 

Board of Ed: Maryann Thompson reported Salem's Ralley Day is scheduled for September 13, 2020. There is 

need for a 7th and 8th grade teacher. The Barron School District guidelines will be followed as it relates to the 

opening of Sunday School as to how that would look like. YFM will provide Sunday snacks as well as coffee. 

Maryann gave an update on the Daycare Status and reported the hiring of a director would be put on hold until 

most likely the spring of 2021. The committee continues to meet and plan on this outreach. Approximately 50 

meals were served at the August church picnic. Five family units (20 people) were served on site, with the 

remaining being takeouts and meals being delivered to Salem members. A motion was made by Tim Dennis, 

seconded by Tom Lipke to accept the Board of Ed report and motion carried. 

 

Pastor's Report: Pastor reported he will be gone October 5 – 14, 2020, to attend his sister's wedding. Updated 

Council on his Dr. of Ministry work. No Winkel this month. Advised Council regarding upcoming District 

Convention planned for next summer. A Zoom informational meeting is set for August 18, 2020, on a potential 

grant program that can pay for Gift Planning Services . Pastor indicated to Council the importance of this estate 

planning service as it relates to the stewardship of Salem. Men's Bible Study began last week. Thursday Bible 

Study will resume in September. Sunday Bible classes may be every other week to allow Pastor to hold 

individual /family communion. As far as Catechism, questioning is this Wednesday evening and Confirmation 

is set for September 20, 2020. Pastor is finishing up a new members class with a young couple. Continues to 

call shut-ins. Pastor indicated the Constitution needs to be looked at as it relates to voting. Board of Ed is 

holding off on opening Childcare/Preschool downstairs until the whole is completed. Barron Area Clergy 

Association has not met recently. 

 

The Building Committee met August 10, 2020. A bid on the project was received and reviewed. Since it did not 

include the cost of HVAC and security costs, those figures will be requested along with a more detailed bid as a 

whole. Tom Lipke will get a figure as far as a discount if Salem members did the demolition work. The 

mother's room would most likely be utilized in the east half of that room with the west half being used for 

storage. A motion was made by Stan Koenig, seconded by Tom Lipke to accept the Pastor's Report and motion 

carried. 

 

Old Business:  Kelly Cornelius stated at the July 14, 2020, Council Meeting, a motion was made by Chris 

Severt, seconded by Tim Dennis to hold a Congregational Voter's Meeting on August 30, 2020, right after the 

church service. Only those personally in attendance would be allowed to vote. Motion carried. 

I, Kelly Cornelius, move to rescind that motion and replace it to read as follows : Kelly Cornelius moves that 

Salem's Constitution requiring in person voting at all Congregational Voter's Meetings be temporarily 

suspended for the duration of the Covid-19 pandemic. Further, Kelly Cornelius moves that a Congregational 

Voter's Meeting is scheduled for August 30, 2030, right after the church service. Those members with 

underlying health conditions and those that feel uncomfortable being in personal attendance at the Voter's 

meeting during this pandemic may still be able to participate in the church's business by going on to Salem's 

Lutheran Facebook page at the time of the meeting. (It is not necessary to log into Facebook but rather simply 

click on Salem's Facebook page, which is not on Facebook's public site). To cast your vote, you may do so by 

calling: ________________________________. Future Congregational Voter's Meeting will be held during the 

Covid-19 pandemic as outlined above. This motion was seconded by John Steele. After discussing the motion, 

Stan Koenig moved to table it until next month's meeting to allow for research/feedback. This was seconded by 

Tim Dennis. Motion carried. 

 

The Building Committee requested the August 30th, Congregational Voter's Meeting be reset to the end of 

September to allow them time to get financial information ready to present. A motion was made by Tim Dennis, 

seconded by Tom Lipke to postpone the August 30th, Congregational Voter's Meeting to September 27, 2020, 

and motion carried. 

 



Since E-giving has not been highly utilized (Only about three e-giving coming in), a motion was made by 

Maryann Thompson, seconded by Stan Koenig to rescind the e-giving program. Motion carried. 

New Business: Discussed the Building Committee and the discussion of where the monies would be withdrawn 

and from what Trust Fund account and such. There is a spendable missions account amount of $56,000. It was 

discussed and recommended not to use that full amount at this time. A loan will need to be obtained and it was 

decided to get three separate quotes from local banks. Will first need to get our final loan amount to provide to 

the banks as well as for the September Voter's Meeting.  A motion was made by Stan Koenig, seconded by Tim 

Dennis to adjourn and motion carried. 

 

Closed with the Lord's Prayer. Minutes by Kelly Cornelius. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Club meeting Aug 4/2020 
  
 Tom called the meeting to order. 
 Pastor lead us in Prayer. 
 Dewayne and Denise Stabenow was guest and talked about The GaGa pit that Grant had made for the 

church as an Eagle Scout Project. 
 Don read secretary report from 7/7/2020. 
 Ken presented the treasurers report. 
 Old Business:  Talked about the pancake supper.  Tom has a card from Thrivent and also Kwik Trip will 

donate potatoes, onions, butter, mild and grocery bags.  Don asked Thrivent for a card to help pay for 
carry out containers and advertising which they denied. 

 New Business:  Kenny made a motion to give Grant $100 to help cut his cost on the GaGa pit that he 
made. Seconded by Jim. 

 Motion by Jim to adjourn, seconded by Pete. 
 Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 

 
Minutes by Don Duncan 

Needs List: 

Catechisms $13/book   Faith Alive Bibles $26/book 

Study Bibles $40/book    Additional Hymnals $27/book 

Certificate Frames $4/frame   Baptism Frames $4/frame 

Air Conditioning     Convex Mirror $50 - $200 

Lamp for organ $250 - $400   Music Stands $50 - $200 

Church Computers - $600 per computer (replacing 1 every 2 years) 

Altar Guild Window was replaced - $1100      

Please see the church office before ordering/purchasing any of these items.  Any 

amount of money can be donated toward an item on the needs list.  

 



  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 5:  Emily Nielsen 

 

September 7:  Terry Kirkman 

 

September 8:  Debra Church 
 

September 9:  Will Schuettpelz 

 

September 12:  Debbie Kuhrt  

 

September 13:   Becky Hamman 
 

Semtember 16:  Duffy Anderson & Barb Mass 
 
September 19:  Kathy Schuettpelz 
 
September 22 :  Summer Hammann 
 
September 25:  Viola Meisegeier 
 

September 28:  Pastor Nielsen 

 

September 29:  Steven Amdall & Harrison Fields 

 

September 30:  Christopher Weise 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 6:  Bernie & Joann jaeger 

 

September 8:  Ricard & Marlene Snyder 

 

September 17:  Bryan & sarah bisonette 

 

September 19:  hunter & toni mueller 

 

 

Prayer Requests for:  
 

Those in the nursing home:  
Caroly, Dean, Don, Elsie, Etta, Frances, Gene, Leonard, Lois, Louise, Vi  

 

Those Shut-in at home:  

Char, Gail, Joan, Joyce, Wilma  

 

Those recovering from surgery:  Roxanne Espeseth 

 

Those recovering from an accident:  Rusty Weise 

 

Those with ongoing health issues:  
Agnes, Bernard, Bonnie, Harrison, Ken, Marlene, Wyatt  

 

Those who lead our nation:  
Donald Trump, Mike Pence, Tony Evers, Ron Fladten  

 

Those who serve in our military:  

Ryan Graf and Ethan Kobernick 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

September Greeters 

6 –  

13 –  

20 –  

27 –  
 

September/October Leaders  

Darlene Heil    715-637-5483 

 
Jim Thalacker    715-859-2228 

Jim & Lori Crawford   715-458-6080 

Harvey Germanson   715-637-3890 

Scot & Becky Hammann  715-637-0586 

Dean & Kim Hanson   715-458-4262 

Shirley Heil    715-637-3586 

Pastor & Emily Nielsen  715-537-3011 

Bernie & Joann Jaeger   715-924-3551 

Brad & Carol Kuchera   715-837-1677 

Ione Kent    715-234-2489 

Joshua & Jennifer Millerman  715-837-1551 

Pastor & Kathy Mueller  715-418-0050 

Fred & Linda Riebe   715-637-5243 

Herb & Deloris Zabel   715-637-5295 

 

September Elders 

6 – Tim Dennis 

13 – Trevor Duncan 

20 – Stan Koenig 

27 – Josh Millerman 

 

 
 

 

September Ushers 

Duffy Anderson 

Nathan Duncan 

Dale Bryan 

Andrew Bryan 

September Altar Guild:  Denise Stabenow 

Coffee Schedule 

6 – YFM 

13 – Rally Sunday - YFM 

20 – YFM 

27 – YFM 

 
 

How to Contact Us 
Pastor Michael Nielsen – (218) 280-0999 

Pastor’s Email – rev.mike.nielsen@gmail.com 

Office – (715) 537-3011 

John Steele – (715) 769-3133 

Preschool – (715) 537-3011 ext.14 

Mary Ann Wheeler, Parish Musician – (715) 205-1158 

Church Service Phone –1 (888) 505-1870 

Church Email: salemmos@chibardun.net 

Salem’s New Web Page Is: https://www.salembarron.com/ 

Click on enter the following link and follow the prompts to 

support Salem.  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-6137330   

mailto:rev.mike.nielsen@gmail.com
mailto:salemmos@chibardun.net
https://www.salembarron.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-6137330


September 2020 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

7 am Bible Class 

 

  7:00 pm Men’s Club 

       

2 

 

  7:00 Confirmation Orientation 

   

3 

 

Noon: Bible Class 

 

 

4 

 

 

5 

 

 

6  Green 

    
9:00 am Communion Worship 
10:00 Coffee/Snacks 

 

7 

 

7:00 pm  Elders 

 

8 

 

7 am Bible Class 

 

7:00pm Council 

 

9 

 

4 pm Catechism 

 
SLCW 

 

 

10 

 

Noon: Bible Class 

 

 

11  
 

12 

 

13  Green 
  
9:00 am Worship 
10:00 Coffee/Snacks 

10:15 Sunday School (Take 
Home) 

Rally Day: Pastor blessing 
backpacks and handing out 
Bibles/Catechisms. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

14 

 

7:00 pm Building 
Committee 

 

15 

 

7 am Bible Class 

 

16 

 

  4 pm Catechism 

  7 pm YFM 

17 

 

Noon: Bible Class 

 

 

  18 

 
  19 

20  Green 

   9:00 am Communion Worship 

10:00 Coffee/Snacks 

10:15 Sunday School (Take 
Home) 

Confirmation 

 

 

21 

 

22 

7 am Bible Class 

 

23 

4 pm Catechism 

7:00 BOE Meeting 

24 

 

Noon: Bible Class 

 

  25   26 
 

27  Green 

   9:00 am Worship 

10:00 Coffee/Snacks 

10:15 Sunday School (Take 
Home) 

10:15 Congregational 
Informative  and Voters 
Meeting 

 

 

3:30-5:30 pm  Youth Group 

28 

4-7 pm Men’s Club 
Pancake Supper 

Drive Through 

29 

7 am Bible Class 

 

  30 

  4 pm Catechism 

   

 


